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Grant to help improve Burlington bike path

By Lynn Monty, Free Press Staff Writer

The long−planned effort to clean up the entrance to the Vermont 127 Bike Path in Burlington will take shape

this week.

With a $2,000 grant from AARP Vermont, organizers will begin construction of an information kiosk to help

guide visitors to downtown attractions, parks and other paths. It will also provide contemporary and historical information and photos of the area.

A five−year neighborhood effort has been launched to beautify the entrance to the path named after the

highway it parallels. Jon Griesser, 34, of Burlington is the volunteer project manager for the 127 Bike Path

Entrance Improvement Group that was recently awarded an AARP Community Action Grant to make

improvements to a long neglected area of Burlington 's Old North End.

For two years, Griesser and about three dozen others have filled out grant applications and pushed for

improvement to the area off Manhattan Drive. They meet once a month. Last year a City Council resolution

was passed unanimously requesting that the city allocate $30,000 to fund and develop the project. The money was allocated in the fiscal 2011 budget approved this week.

"It's the entrance to the old city dump," Griesser said. "And it still looks like an entrance to a dump."

The group collaborated with the city of Burlington, Burlington Walk Bike Council, Local Motion, Burlington

Police Department and Burlington Electric Department to get the project moving. "The challenge facing this project is not only the extensive illegal dumping, but a number of other derelict activities that compromise public health and safety," Griesser said of the bike path behind his home. Work will begin in early July. A celebration is planned for mid−September.

The project was one of three to receive $2,000 each from AARP, the others Burlington K.I.N. and the

Champlain Senior Center.

