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As a college town, Burlington has a substantial population of younger people. But census figures also show that the city is aging. Burlington has five-thousand residents over the age of sixty. And with the baby boom generation approaching retirement, the older population will grow. Andy Potter takes a look. 
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Specialized transportation for the elderly is a familiar sight. But will this kind of service be enough when greater numbers of Vermont residents hit retirement -- and beyond? The American Association of Retired Persons -- the most powerful lobby for seniors -- has announced it will spend a hundred thousand dollars in Burlington on a study of the future of services for older people. ((Mayor Peter Clavelle/P/D-Burlingto n: "Will we be a livable city for an aging population? Will people be able to say this is a great community to grow old in? And I don't think we're that community right now.")) Mayor Peter Clavelle says the Burlington Livable Community Project, as it's called, will focus on how the elerly are affected by housing, transportation and mobility. The project will look at a range of their future needs. ((Kathy Maieli/Champlain Senior Center Director: "Ss people retire, they lose their connection, oftentimes, with the community.")) The Champlain Senior Center provides a link to this community -- along with programs and classes to keep older people active and interested. But as we all grow older, there will be far more of us. Already, the face of aging is changing. ((Maieli: "Now we expect that as the demographic increases, we're going to see a lot of younger, more active seniors and they are going to want different types of services. And that's what senior centers are about, it providing the services that are actually needed.")) Organizers of the study plan to interview older people themselves to make sure they're ideas are considered. ((Bus driver shouts: "Door Closing!")) ((Andy Potter reports: "The AARP program will open the door to Burlington's participation in national policy concerning the elderly. That's a group that will be much larger and for the most part, much more active in the future. Andy Potter, Channel 3 news, Burlington.")) 
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Burlington gets a big say in the A-A-R-P Livable Cities pilot project. It's one of only three places included in the study. The other two are a low-income neighborhood in Chicago and the city of El Paso, Texas.
