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Burlington is looking for new ideas to make the city more livable for senior citizens. It's part of a sustainability initiative by the AARP. Tonight the group held its first public forum. Kate Duffy is in the newsroom with more. Burlington is frequently acclaimed as one of the nation's most livable cities. Now it's one of just three cities nationwide selected for a pilot project on livability for older people. The AARP has kicked in 100-thousand dollars. Now the city has to decide what to do with the investment. 

5} FUTURE_PKG 



A vibrant downtown. A beautiful lakefront. Burlington is often acclaimed as one of the country's most livable communities. But how does it stack up for seniors? (12:49-13:03 Jackie Klein)((i think the downtown is great, and having the university and having things that are not costly are very important for those on a fixed income.)) The AARP has picked Burlington as one of three cities nationwide for its Livable Community Project. (4:18-24)((the project really is centered around making burlington the best small city in america to grow old in.)) The AARP held a forum Monday night to talk about how to do that. A 100-thousand dollar investment will examine what Burlington is doing right -- and what it needs to improve over the next decade. (4:26-42)((the demographics aren't lying, people are growing older and living longer more so than any time in history and we have to start preparing ourselves for what it's going to mean over the next 15, 20, 30, 50 years where most people are going to be in midlife and retirement.)) Over the next ten years the project will look at improving community services, transportation and affordable housing for seniors. Jackie Klein already lives in senior housing, but knows many people aren't so lucky. (12:15-25)((unfortunat ely the newer condos are very expensive, especially for seniors and single person seniors it's a lot out of the pocket.)) The AARP is asking the community for input on what else needs to be done. Jackie Klein agrees with an aging population, it's a problem that can't be ignored. (13:11-15 jackie)((hopefully, we'll see. if there's enough support, maybe enough ears will listen.)) 
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This is just the beginning of the project. The mayor's office and the AARP will hold many forums like this one to get more ideas in the years to come. Kristin? Thanks Kate.
